Docket No. 60.130-1126 (99MRA0205) 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-l^and add the following new claims 17-36. 




. (New) A method of forming a trailer panel for attachment to a vehicle trailer 
•mprisnig the steps of: 

(a) \ placing a layer of colored material in a mold; 

(b) \ placing a layer of polymeric material in a mold; 

(c) \ integrally molding the layer of colored material and the layer of polymeric 

H* material as one piece to form a generally flat trailer panel; and 

D \ 

p (d) \ mounting the trailer panel to a trailer superstructure frame. 

I fib \ /> 

f\ (New) The method according to claim^v including the step of placing an 

inner layer into thfe mold prior to step (b) to form an inner surface of the trailer panel. 



s 
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% %Jf f& (New\ The method according to claim>9'wherein step (a) includes placing a 

pj sheet of colored material into the mold to form an outer layer presenting an outer surface of 

the trailer panel, step (uh includes the step of injecting the polymeric material into the mold to 
form a central layer; and\step (c) includes the step of integrally moldin^the inner layer^the 
central layer, and the outen layer as one piece prior to step (d). 

* (New) The method according to claim>9 wherein the outer layer comprises ; 

paintless polymer film.. 

(New) The meth\d according to claim^^^f wherein the outer layer comprises a 
prepainted aluminum. 
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f)J (New) The method according to claimjr9 wherein the polymeric material 

includes reinforcing fibers. 



(New) The method according to claim>9 wherein the inner layer comprises a 
metallic material. 



'I. 



4p) V (New) The method according to claim^l 9 wherein the inner layer comprises a 
polymeric material. 



g ML \ 



□ £l\ S^- (Ne^O The method according to claim ,t9 including the step of injecting a 

jp layer of insulation intc^ the mold. 

w 

I \ 

? 4^ (New) Th\ method according to clainv^V including the step of injecting a 



p structural support layer intouhe mold for forming at least one rib. 

FU 

^ yS^T (New) The method according to claim^9 wherein step (d) includes forming a 

male member in one of the traileX superstructure frame or the trailer panel, forming a female 
member in the other of the trailer superstructure frame or the trailer panel, and inserting the 
female member into the male mcmba 

£fj (New) The method accoraing to claim.27"mcluding the steps of forming the-- 

female member as a tongue along at least\one edge of the panel ancHbrming the male member 
as a groove on the trailer superstructure fraijie. 

jX (New) The method according to claim/TP wherein step (d) includes forming 

receiving holes in support beams of the trailer superstructure frame, mounting threaded 

fasteners to the trailer panel, and threading the fasteners into the receiving holes. 
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(New) The method according to claim^ 0 * including the step of forming at 
least one\wiring conduit in the trailer panel during step (c). 

(New) The method according to claim^r*) including the step of forming at 
least one electrical outlet in the trailer panel during step (c). 



□ 



[few) A method of making panels to form a vehicle trailer comprising the 

placing a layer of colored material in a mold; 
placing a layer of polymeric material in a mold; 

(c) integrally molding the layer of colored material and the layer of polymeric 
material as one piece to ibrm a generally flat trailer panel; 

(d) repeating steps (a) - (c) to form multiple trailer panels; and 

(e) mounting a plurality of trailer panels to a trailer superstructure frame to form a 
vehicle trailer. 

^^sf^- (New) The metho^ according to claim^32'including the step of placing an 
inner layer into the mold prior to stk> (b) to form an inner surface of the trailer panel. 

\ ^ 

£^ (New) The method according to claim^'wherein step (a) includes placing a 
sheet of colored material into the mold to form an outer layer presenting an outer surface of 
the trailer panel, step (b) includes the step «)f injecting the polymeric material into the mold to 
form a central layer; and step (c) includes thastep of integrally molding the inner layer, the 
central layer, and the outer layer as one piece prior to step (e). 



/ 
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&\ (New) The method according to claim>4 wherein step (e) includes providing 

the superstructure frame with multiple support beams spaced apart from one another to form a 
plurality of trailer panel installation positions and further includes the step of installing one 
trailer panel in each installation position. 

^ J2f6. (New) \The method according to claim>5 including forming a first mount at 
on the support beams at e\ch installation position, forming a second mount on each trailer 
panel, and engaging the firsthand second mounts to secure each trailer panel to the 
superstructure frame. \ 



